
Is“gr���bui�di�g”i����N�r���as�fi�a���s����m�v��u��f���s�ad�wsa�di������
su�?

���a�sw�rs��ms��b�,��s.Larg����v�r���k�di��urpar��f���c�u��r�,gr���bui�d-
i�g–a��rmc�i��d��d�scrib�a����rg�-�ffici���,��vir��m���a���s��si�iv�appr�ac���
c��s�ruc�i��–is��wdrawi�gi�cr�as�di���r�s�a�dgai�i�gs�m����g�v�rdu�m�m��-
�um.

“W�ma��av�r�ac��d����ippi�gp�i��,”sa�s�ic�a���r����,ma�agi�gpar���ri�
Bui�di�gP�rf�rma�c�C��s�ruc�i���fRidg�fi��d.“����v�r-i�cr�asi�gc�s��f���rg�is,
�fc�urs�,abigfac��r,bu�s�ar����gr�a���impr�v�dbui�di�g��c��iqu�s��a�mak�u��ra
���rg�-�ffici�����m�savai�ab��i�awid�vari����fsiz�s,arc�i��c�ura�s����sa�dpric�s.”

�r.�r����sp�cia�iz�si����rg�-�ffici���c��s�ruc�i��.H��asbui��ad�z����m�si�
Fairfi��dC�u���a�dc�mp����d���rg�upgrad�s��ma������rs.W�rki�gwi����ca�
d�v���p�rS��v�Z�m�,��r�c�����c�mp����dw�rk��f�urc��d�mi�ium��m�s,ca���d
Ca����a���ws,��Ca����a�S�r���i�Ridg�fi��d.

�w��f�����m�sar�bra�d��wa�d�������r�w�ar�“gu�r��abs.”Eac���m�m���s
�a�i��a�E��rg�S�arcri��riaa�dis��igib��f�ra$2,000�axcr�di�b�caus�i��xc��ds���rg�
c�d�r�quir�m���sb�m�r���a�50%.

GreenConcept
“Gr���bui�di�g�asb���ar�u�dsi�c����1970s,bu��asc�a�g�da����v�r�����ars,”

�r.�r����sa�s.“�����dda�s�fu�a��rac�iv�s��arpa���sa�db�x�m�d�r�arc�i��c�ur�ar�
��a�kfu�����wg���f�rg��d.”

Gr���bui�di�g�asa�wa�sb���muc�m�r�p�pu�ari����w�s��r�par��f���c�u��r�,
bu��r.�r����sa�sc�a�gi�g�c���micf�rc�sa�da��ws��si�ivi���������vir��m����av�
fi�a���pr�p����di��as�ward.

“Gr���bui�di�g�asb�c�m�m�r���c��ica�,”�r.�r����sa�s.“I�us�d��b�fair��simp��,
bu���wi�ismuc�m�r�c�mp��x,pu��i�gw�a�Ica��‘bui�di�gsci��c�’��w�rk.”

�r.�r����sa�s�����wsci��c�isbas�d�����p��sics�f���i���rp�a��fair,��a�a�d
m�is�ur�as����m�v�backa�df�r��fr�mi�sid�a�d�u�sid����“bui�di�g��v���p�”�fa
s�ruc�ur�.

“Airpr�ssur�is���drivi�gf�rc���r�,”��sa�s.“Bui�d�rsmus���ar����sp�cificd��ai�s
�f��wass�mb��wi��b�aff�c��dgiv�����c�a�gi�gd��amics�f���s�diff�r���f�rc�s.
D�i�ggr���bui�di�gpr�p�r��r�quir�s�duca�i��i�b���sci��c�a�d��c��iqu�s.”

�r.�r����b��i�v�sc��sum�rsar��duca�i�g���ms��v�s��wa���gwi��bui�d�rs.“�a�b�
I’mb�i�g�v�r���p�imis�ic,bu�I��i�k���r�isag��ui��a�dgr�wi�gc��c�r�f�r�����vi-
r��m���.P��p��ar�b�gi��i�g��wak�up�����fac��f������rg�crisis.S�m�ar�r�ac�i�g
m�r�quick����a�����rs,bu����r�isd�fi�i����agr�wi�g�r��d��wardawar���ss.I�’sa
c�mbi�a�i���ffac��rs��a�pu�susa�����ippi�gp�i��.”

Choices
G��dgr���c��s�ruc�i��,�r.�r����sa�s,��w���ks�ik�a������rqua�i��c��s�ruc-

�i��.“���arc�i��c�ura�s����sa�dsiz�s�f�����m�sar�muc�m�r�vari�d.Obvi�us��,���
sma���r�����us�,���m�r����rg��ffici���.Bu�i�isp�ssib����bui�d�arg�r��us�s��m���
�����w,m�r�s�ri�g���EPAE��rg�S�ars�a�dards.”

���Ca����a���ws��m�sra�g�fr�mab�u�2,000��2,500squar�f���,w�i������r
gr�����m�sbui��b��r.�r����ar��arg�r,fr�m3,000��3,400squar�f���.A���av�sc�r�d
w���ab�v����mi�imumr�quir�m���sf�r���E��rg�S�ard�sig�a�i��.

�r.�r����b��i�v�sbui�d�rsi����N�r���as��av�b���s��w�r��ad�p�gr�����c��iqu�s
b�caus����rg�-�ffici���s�a�dardsar��ig��r��a�i�����rpar�s�f���c�u���,a�dma��ar�
dau���db������v���f��w��ar�i�g��a�isr�quir�d.“�����a�ura���wa����pr���c����ir
busi��ss�sa�d,u�f�r�u�a����,s�m��v��disc�urag�c��sum�rsi���r�s��di����c��c�p�.”

Bu�,�v�ra��,��f���si�dus�r�a��i�ud�sar�c�a�gi�gf�r���b����r.“F�r�xamp��,���
Na�i��a�Ass�cia�i���fH�m�Bui�d�rsis��wf�a�uri�ggr���bui�di�gi�i�sm�������rad�
magazi��,”��sa�s.“A�di�dus�r�c��f�r��c�sa�dm���i�gs�������pica�d��c��iqu�sar�
drawi�gmuc�m�r�i���r�s���a��v�rb�f�r�.”

�r.�r������p�sbui�d�rswa��i�g��ad�p�gr���-bui�di�g��c�����g�wi�����jus�giv�
i�sup�rficia�a�����i��,bu�wi��d��iv�r“���r�a���i�g”bas�d��sci��c�a�dpr�p�rbui�di�g
��c��iqu�s.

“���r�isa�����uca�s��w�����u���ka�a��us�,bu����r�isa�����a���ud��’�
s��,”��sa�s.“A����fgr���-bui�di�g��c��iqu�sar����r�adi��appar���,bu�����mus�b�
i�p�ac�a�dd���rig����ac�i�v����d�sir�dr�su��.”

CatoonahMews
��uri�gCa����a���wsisa��bj�c���ss��i�w���-�x�cu��dgr���bui�di�g.Awa�k

��r�ug�31ACa����a�S�r���,avi��ag�s�ruc�ur���a�isa��as��w�c���uri�s��d,r�v�a�sa
b�au�ifu���r���va��d��m���a�m���ss�ri�g���E��rg�S�arr�quir�m���s.

“��is��m�wasa���a�gu�j�b,”�r.�r����sa�s.“Lik��������r��r����m�sIw�rk�d
����r�,Imad�sur���a�i�isw���ab�v�s�a�dard.Ius�dspra�f�ami�su�a�i����r�ug��u�
���wa��s,a�da�����sp�cia����rg�-�ffici����quipm������d�d��ru������m�’ss�s��msis
��us�di����a��ici�s��ad�f���
bas�m���.”

���a��ic�f�����m�f�a�ur�s
�ard-f�ami�su�a�i��a���gwi��
sp�cia�duc�sa�d���rg�-savi�g
p�as�icwa��r�i��si�s��ad�fc�p-
p�r.A�ra���a�ura�-gasfur�ac�,a
�a�k��sswa��r��a��r��a�r�quir�s
z�r�wa��rs��rag�,a�da����rg�-
r�c�v�r�v���i�a��r��bri�gi�
fr�s�airar�a�s�am��g���sp�cia�
f�a�ur�s.

Asid�fr�m���sp�cia��quip-
m���i����a��ic,���r�s��f���
c�armi�ga�d�as��fu���r���va��d
�ig��-r��m��m��asa�radi�i��a�
app�ara�c�,fr�m�����ickm��d-
i�gs��as��ardw��df���rs��a
s�a��-�f-���-ar����rg�-�ffici���
ki�c���wi��gra�i��c�u���r��ps
a�d“��f�rma�d���d�”cabi���s
bui��wi��w��dfr�mama�ag�d
f�r�s�.

P�a��a�i��s�u���rsgrac�ma��
�f���wi�d�ws,a�d���r�isa
gasfir�p�ac�i�����ivi�gr��m.
D�spi��i�sd�w���w�Ridg�fi��d
��ca�i��,���r�iss�i��r��mf�ra
sma��priva��pa�i�acc����dwi��
f��w�ri�gp�a��s.

GreenRetrofitting
H�m��w��rswa��i�g��

“��s����wa��rs”�fgr���bui�d-
i�gmig��wa����c��sid�r
maki�gs�m����rg�-�ffici���
r���va�i��s�����ir�xis�i�g��m�s.
“Sma��c�a�g�s,ca���dr��r�fi��i�g

i�����rad�,ca�r�su��i�sig�ifica��
���rg�c�s�savi�gs,”�r.�r����sa�s.“G���i�gi���wa��s��pu�i���wf�ami�su�a�i��
ca�b��ard,s�I�ik���f�cus��i�su�a�i�g���a��ica�dbas�m���a�dd�i�gduc�w�rk.
��c�a�ica�s�s��msca�a�s�b�impr�v�d.I�’sa��wda�i��uri�dus�r�,a�dIb��i�v����
�im����ak�adva��ag��f��da�’sm�r�s�p�is�ica��dgr���-bui�di�g��c��iqu�sis��r�.”

I�addi�i����c��s�ruc�i�ga�dr���va�i�g��m�si�C����c�icu�,�r.�r����a�s�bui��
am�d��Am�rica�Lu�gAss�cia�i��H�a���H�us�.��is��m�was���firs�i�C����c�icu�
��m������s�ri�g���r�quir�m���s�f����u�gass�cia�i��.Hisfirm,w�ic���par���rswi��
�is��gi���rbr����r,C�ris,isa�s�aC����c�icu�H�m�Bui�d�rsHOBIawardwi���rf�r
���B�s�E��rg�Effici���a�dH�a����H�m�.

ForinformationonBuildingPerformanceConstruction,visitwww.bpcsbuilder.com.■

EnergyStarhomesatCatoonahMewsinRidgefieldareeligibleforataxcredit. BothsmallandlargehousescanbebuilttomeetEnergy
Starstandards.

Buildinggreensavesthehomeownermoneyandisaboon
totheenvironment.

ThegreeningofAmerica’shomes
byJa��K.D�v�

Greenbuildingiscompatiblewithavarietyofhousingstyles.
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